Autism Spectrum Disorder

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Signs & Symptoms

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental condition that can cause People with ASD often have problems with social, emotional, and communication
signifcant social, communication and behavioral challenges. There is often nothing skills. They might repeat certain behaviors and might not want change in their daily
about how people with ASD look that sets them apart from other people, but people activities. Many people with ASD also have different ways of learning, paying attention,
with ASD may communicate, interact, behave, and learn in ways that are different or reacting to things. Signs of ASD begin during early childhood and typically last

from most other people. (Centers for disease control and prevention CDC). throughout a person’s life.

Possible Signs of Autism Spectrum Disorder:

Communication Signs Repetitive Behaviours Social Signs

May not like new experiences such May show no interest in other
as birthday candles or balloons children playing

Poor coordination

Extreme difficulty with haircuts May strongly resist being held,

Fine Motor Deficits Avoids eye-contact
hugged or kissed by parents
Causes and Risk Factors Who is affected?
We do not know all of the causes of ASD. However, there may be many different ASD occurs in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups, but is about 4.5 times
factors that make a child more likely to have an ASD, including environmental, biologic more common among boys than among girls.

and genetic factors

How is ASD Diagnosed? Facts About ASD ASD Treatment

Diagnosing ASD can be difficult since @ . The term “spectrum” reflects . Children with ASD do progress — There is currently no cure for ASD.
there is no medical test, like a blood the wide variation in challenges early intervention is key (nationa However, research shows that early
test, to diagnose the disorder. Doctors and strengths possessed by each Jutism association) intervention treatment services can
and other allied health professionals person with autism. improve a child's development. There
look at the child’s behavior and @ - Certain medical and mental health are many approaches, therapies ana
development to make a diagnosis. @ - ASD is one of the fastest-growing issues frequently accompany interventions for improving the lives
ASD can sometimes be detected developmental disorders. ASD. They include gastrointestinal of people with ASD such as behavior
at 18 months or younger. By age - ASD prevalence figures are (GI) disorders, seizures, sleep interventions, occupational therapy and
2, a diagnosis by an experienced growing. disturbances, attention deficit and speech therapy.

professional can be considered very hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), Doctors may use medical interventions

@ - Around one third of people with
ASD remain nonverbal.
- Around one third of people with
ASD have an intellectual disability.

anxiety and phobias. to treat underlying medical issues that
frequently go undiagnosed and can
cause or exacerbate symptoms of
autism such as epilepsy and sleep

reliable. .

If You’re Concerned

It you think your child might have ASD or you think there could be a problem with the way your child plays, learns, speaks, or acts, contact

your child’s doctor, and share your concerns
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